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REVIEWS 

GRAMMAR FOR TEACHERS 

The usual textbook in grammar, which aims to be as elementary as 
possible, fails to solve some of the puzzles that an inquisitive class is 
likely to ask. The teacher himself, having no satisfactory authority, 
and imable to think out all the relationships of a sentence beyond the 
average degree of complexity, or, perhaps, unable to reduce his thinking 
to terms comprehensible to his class, too often falls into illogical or 
arbitrary decisions, which result in confusion both to him and his pupils. 
The causes of this situation appear to be two: first, the teacher has 
probably been trained in the old style of grammar, in which form was a 
matter of major, and function a matter of minor, importance; and 
second, the teacher has no authoritative book from which he can get 
the more correct fxmctional point of view, and at the same time obtain 
a modern discussion of the problems of syntax, especially those not 
treated in the usual elementary text. The need of a class of books to 
meet the situation is, therefore, apparent, and is being met — ^books 
less formidable in bulk than the Goold Brown grammar, and more 
modem in point of view. Miss Leonard's' endeavor is worthy of high 
commendation. She has not written a school text, but has treated 
syntax in a manner suitable for teachers and advanced students, and has 
aimed to give the best modern thought on the subject. While the book 
is valuable for the information it imparts, it will be highly serviceable 
also in weakening what remains of the old reliance upon form (witness 
the matter of the "case" of nouns), and in strengthening the conception 
of English grammar as the science of thought-relationships. 

Cyrus Laixron Hooper 
Chicago Teachers College 
Chicago III. 

' Grammar and Its Reasons, for Students and Teachers of the English Tongue^ 
By Maby Hall Leonard. New York: A. S. Baraes & Co., 1910. 



BOOK NOTICES 

The Essentials of Exposition and Argument. By William Trufant Foster. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., igii. $0.90. 
A text for high-school classes. To be commended for its use of modem material. 

The New Criticism. By J. E. Spingarn. New York: The Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1911. Pp. v-l-35. 
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